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Back story 
Whitebark pine WP (Pinus albicaulis) health 
is deteriorating range-wide. 

ÅIn 2011 the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
designated WP as a candidate species 
under the ESA.

ÅIn 2012 Canada listed WP as endangered 
under SARA.

WP restoration poses logistical and fiscal 
challenges, given the pineôs geographic 
range. 

ÅConstraints argue for a strategic approach 
to restoration, emphasizing ñcoreò areas.

In 2016, the WPEF and AF proposed a 
collaboration with the USFS to develop and 
implement restoration planning. 

This model is potentially valuable for 
recovery planning for other widely-
distributed threatened/endangered species.



Background

Whitebark pine range

Å Western U.S. and Canada.

Å Subalpine and treeline zones.

Å 96% of the U.S. distribution is on 

federally managed lands.

Å Estimated U.S. areal coverage: 

5,770,000 ha (14,252,000 acres)

Keane et al. 2012, Table 4.1



Whitebark pine community types

ÅSuccessional communities. 

ÅClimax communities. 

ÅTreeline communities. 

Beartooth Plateau, WYBanff National Park, AB

Grand Teton NP, WY


