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Presentation Notes
Michael will speak to talk about health efforts within WBP in BC
Joanne and Kevin have prepared an update on where we are at with current policy within the provincial government



Current status in BC 

• No current legal protection on provincial Crown Land.  
• Currently looking at revision to the Identified Wildlife 

Management Strategy 
• New Government – new Minister of Environment 

mandate: 
• Enact an endangered species law and harmonize other 

laws to ensure they are all working towards the goal of 
protecting our beautiful province 

 
 

• Federally listed as Endangered 
– recovery strategy was due to be 

posted during 2015-16 
• Blue-listed provincially (Special 

Concern - formerly Vulnerable) 
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Presentation Notes
Taxa of Special Concern have characteristics that make them particularly sensitive or vulnerable to human activities or natural events. Blue-listed taxa are at risk, but are not Extirpated, Endangered or Threatened. Note the disconnect.
Victoria policy staff are working on revision of IWMS, which enables implementation of protection measures under FRPA and can indirectly be applied to other industries. Whitebark pine needs to be on that list for us to be able to effectively deploy any legal management or protective measures.





Whitebark pine distribution map 

Revised through 2016 data capture contract 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Going to speak to management challenges within the province, but we have managed to deploy a contract that updated distribution information and captured it within the Conservation Data Centre NatureServe database. This is a living project that we intend to keep updating.
Speak to Alana/Eilot presentation about future range



Challenges in future management 

• Lack of resources and bodies 
– Reflective of lack of legal protection 

• Government Executive support 
– Critical Habitat definition still a concern 

• No government-level 
recovery team or effective 
communication and 
coordination 

• Raising the profile of 
whitebark pine has been 
difficult 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reflective of lack of legal protection
Human resources at the government level has been a big challenge
Trying to heighten the profile 
Release of recovery strategy would  further our abilities to enable a response
New government may be responsive to feedback from the WBPEF



Overlapping Species at Risk Recovery Planning 

 • Caribou Critical Habitat overlaps significantly with range of 
whitebark pine 

• Must identify and articulate compatible and incompatible 
strategies to collaborate recovery efforts 

High elevation critical 
caribou habitat: 
• managing subalpine fir 

competition 
• fire management 
• no access or harvesting 

Photo: L  McKinley 
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Presentation Notes
Can’t do large scale management of whitebark in it’s range where it overlaps with caribou critical habitat. Eg. no burning, large scale thinning, access development for restoration purposes
Caribou = US lynx. We are just developing implementation plans for caribou recovery so there is still time (I think) to explore those compatibilities.



What can we still do? 

• Elevate acceptability within stocking 
standards and in light of climate change 

• Environmental Mitigation Policy 
– Helps define mitigation and compensation 

under Environmental Assessment Act 
• Can use Lands Act to define areas of interest 
• Chief Forester has agreed to consider release 

of BMP  
• Some funding to support health monitoring, 

cone collections and other work 

• Leverage compatibilities eg. grizzly bear management 
- Build on relationship between whitebark pine, Clark’s nutcrackers, 
grizzly bears and Douglas-fir 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are things we in the BC provincial government are doing, and are able to do.  Grizzly bear management work, esp within threatened GB population Units, is possible. Francis to speak to that. Alana’s work has contributed to our knowledge of Clark’s nutcrackers and management of critical alternate food sources. Thanks to Michael for his discussion with CF
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Eurasia – Siberia
Decimating populations across the range for decades
Grotesque Orange Menace
Does not belong in these ecosystems
Creepy Clown of the woods.
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Presentation Notes
Small percentage of trees appear resistant.  
Testing by collecting seeds – controlled inocs & natural inocs.




Parks Canada 
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3 
field trials, 1-2k seedlings, 40 parents
PC, MM, CC
Signature, Representing Her Majesty
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Early, no cankers seen yet.
Controlled inoc results more useful right now….
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Poor competitor
Target fir & spruce
Win-Win
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3 Harvest Sites new study
Survivorship
Growth
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Hopefully: good survivorship & growth
Why cut around them?  

…this all is what keeps me up at night.
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Tara DeCourcy (FLNRO) 
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Peter Vandenbergh(BCTS) 
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