
Alberta Recovery Implementation Team Co-chairs:

Robin Gutsell, AEP Status Biologist

Jodie Krakowski, AAF Forest Genetics Specialist



DEM
LiDAR

WPEF
range maps



The BLOB The MODEL

Presence modelling



Present, marginal

Present, vulnerable

Present, minimum viability

Present, good function

Abundant, good function

Density Field checks

Density thresholds for viability & management



• Plus trees
• Polygons
• Density data
• Notes
• Photos

• Customizable
• Online backup
• Responsive help
• Can’t overwrite
• Multiple inputs

• Log in from anywhere
• iOS or Android
• Many export options
• Easy visualization

WE LOVE IT!



Alberta provincial 2015 2016* 2017**

Limber 84 51 82

Whitebark 0 47 12

Possible (follow up) 15 0 27

Parent trees assessed 399 4

Sent for screening 50 L
7 W

50 L
8 W

0 L
0 W

*no seed crop 2016
**12 trees collected – poor 2017 seed crop

All Alberta (+Mt Robson PP) 2010 2011 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total
Limber – Dorena 60 50 0 110
Limber – Coeur D’Alene 10 10 20
Whitebark - Kalamalka 3 18 17 0 38
Whitebark – Coeur D’Alene 29 11 26 9 75
Total by year 10 39 14 104 76 0 243

Screening – AB Gov & Parks Canada

AB Government



Agencies, First Nations,
NGOs, private landowners



Northernmost whitebark pines: Kakwa 2016

Used to set regional priorities 
Every 5 years: 2019 reassessment 



Caches data out of range

←Click images
to enlarge



• Points, polys, lines
• Build using Excel
• Photos, notes
• Log in from anywhere

• Android or iOS
• Caches if out of range
• Easy visualization
• It’s free





A versatile extension tool – many formats
Also free!

https://esrd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?
appid=d69f30908553449baef93beb7f7689e7



Limber pine 2016: 2 sites: AB, CO, 30 pops, 145 families
– thanks USDA-FS, UBC, AAF Rocky Mountain House!

Whitebark pine 2017… coming soon: 1 in a BC series 
– thanks BC FLNRORD



Time to update and merge – implementation is tracked



First plans written by multi-stakeholder team
New plans -same or revise in-house and get outside 

review

Not anticipating large shift in approach – streamline 
New format – more Indigenous input 



Implementation by government team – Prov. Forestry, 
SAR & Parks; Parks Canada Agency – parallel plans

Mostly in protected areas, some on crown land outside 
parks, very little (limber) on private land (some on 
NCC land)



Policy Gaps – plant SAR still not protected; few 
habitat tools

Land management not always in our control
Guidelines and enforcement ability depend on activity



Federal whitebark recovery plan still coming . when 
final, critical habitat identified; need to review CH 
protection (CHPA)

Limber pine federal listing still in process, followed 
eventually by recovery strategy



Outside of protected areas, so far only few requests to 
destroy 5-needle pine

Reviewed on a case-by-case basis; no legislative ground 
for refusal, offer guidance and request mitigation


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

