
THE POWER OF BIOLOGISTS 
AS STORYTELLERS



By 2050, over 7 billion people will live in cities

Image credit: Mette Ingvartsen



Communications Overload



What is storytelling?

A Way of Seeing Communications

An interactive art that uses words, 
actions and images to reveal 
narrative, while encouraging the 
listener’s imagination and 
connection to your characters.



Why Storytelling?



“Stories have such a powerful and 
universal appeal that the 
neurological roots of both telling 
tales and enjoying them are 
probably tied to crucial parts of our 
social cognition.”

- Jeremy Hsu, Scientific American Mind



People accept ideas more 
readily when their minds are in 

story mode as opposed to when 
they are in an analytical mind-

set.

Green, M.C., Garst, J., Brock, T.C., & Chung, S. (2006). Fact versus 
fiction labeling: Persuasion parity despite heightened scrutiny of fact. 
Media Psychology 8(3), 267-285. 



“Please note that we do not require any further 
penguin jumpers at this time!”

-Penguin Foundation Australia



People that oppose 
science are getting 
good at telling 
stories.



Biologists are uniquely qualified to tell 
stories about wild things….

…things few people in the world will ever experience.



How To Tell Stories



Take Photos











BLOGS & WEBSITES

•Science blogs have exploded as 
mainstream media has cut coverage 
to science.

•They are a key way for readers to 
access information they can’t find 
anywhere else.











Social Media















Interviews
• Know what you want to say.
• Have some stories on hand from the field. Don’t data 

dump.
• Think about quotes that are highly usable for journalists, 

so that the content is in your own words as much as 
possible.





Alan Alda Centre for Communicating Science
http://www.centerforcommunicatingscience.org/alan-alda-2/
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